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whom he had confidence, to tell him plainly whether
he could recover. 6 Give me (said he) a direct answer.'
The Doctor, having first asked him if he could bear the
whole truths which way soever it might lead, and being
answered that he could, declared that, in his opinion,
he could not recover without a miracle. c Then, (said
Johnson,) I will take no more physic, not even my
opiates1: for I have prayed that I may render up
my soul to God unclouded.9 In that resolution he
persevered, and, at the same time, used only the
weakest kinds of sustenance. Being pressed by Mr,
Windham to take somewhat more generous nourish-
ment, lest too low a diet should have the very effect
which he dreaded, by debilitating his mind, he said,
' I will take any thing but inebriating sustenance.3

" Having made his will on the 8th and 9th of Decem-^
ber, and settled all his worldly affairs, he languished
till Monday, the 13th of that month, when he expired
about seven o'clock in the evening, with so little appar-
ent pain that his attendants hardly perceived when his
dissolution took place.

4 * Of his last moments, my brother, Thomas David,
has furnished me with the following particulars :

u * The Doctor, from the time that he was certain
his death was near, appeared to be perfectly resigned,
was seldom or never fretful or out of temper, and often
said to his faithful servant, who gave me this account,
" Attend, Francis, to the salvation of your soul,
which is the object of greatest importance: " he
also explained to hiim passages in the scripture,
and seemed to have pleasure in talking upon religious
subjects.

1 Drugs to deaden pain.